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God calls for far more tact, more wise
generalship, than has yet been given Him by His
human agents. There is need of sharp, sanctified

thinking, and keen work to counteract the
ingenious plans of Satan.

—Youth’s Instructor, May 24, 1894

We have need of wisdom, sharp thoughts, and a
better knowledge of Satan’s devices, that he will
not, right before our eyes, accomplish the ruin of

precious souls.
—Letter 7, 1885

We have a soldier’s duty to perform, victories
to gain, for we must not be ignorant of

Satan’s devices.
—Letter 81, 1887



HE war that began in heaven spawned all the sor-
rows and wars of earth. For us, it is all we’ve ever

known, the air we breathe, the world in which we live.
T

For all other created beings, however, it is an aberra-
tion for which no reason exists. And yet it has become
the dividing line by which all eternity and all intelligent
beings are grouped and classed. It’s a certifiable “big is-
sue,” so all the understanding we can gain of its back-
ground, nature,  and progress holds promise of advan-
tage. Simply put, fighting a war from the basis of igno-
rance is a very bad option.

These pages offer the reader a “briefing,” a hasty out-
line of the issues confronting all humanity in general, and
God’s church in particular. Historical episodes illustrate
the principles and methods of the two antagonists in this
war, and help portray events still future. With that as in-
troduction, let’s start at the beginning… or just after.

“The beginning” of this story is something Jesus men-
tioned once. Speaking of Satan, He said, “He was a mur-
derer from the beginning…. a liar and the father of it.1

1. John 8:44
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The moment there was sin, Lucifer was a liar and a
murderer, for the spirit of selfishness is intrinsic to any
deviation from God’s “law of life.” The nature of that
law is a key point, so let’s nail it down:

Self-renouncing love is the law of life.2

The great law of life is a law of service.3

To give is to live.4

Self-renunciation  is  the  great  law  of  self-preservation,  and
self-preservation is the law of self-destruction.5

The law of God is the foundation of His government, and is
exactly what is needed to preserve life and righteousness.6

The idea is pretty simple. God’s law is perfect, the only
thing that will preserve life. Anything else ends up with
unrighteousness and death. And that’s where Lucifer went.

But what makes God’s law so unique, and how did Lu-
cifer ever head off in a wrong direction? We have answers to
some of that, but nothing at all on the question of how sin
began, or why Lucifer went that way. That’s the “mystery of
lawlessness,” and all efforts to explain it are doomed.

We need not try to understand the motives which prompted
the being next to Christ in the heavenly courts to bring envy and
jealousy into the ranks of the angels.… We need not puzzle our
minds for a reason why Satan acted as he did. Could a reason be
found, there would be excuse for sin.7

2. Desire of Ages, 19
3. Education, 103
4. Desire of Ages, 623
5. Signs of the Times, July 1, 1897
6. Signs of the Times, February 26, 1894
7. E.G. White, “Sin and Its Result,’ September 24, 1901; Manuscript 97, 1901
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It is impossible to explain the origin of sin so as to give a rea -
son for its existence.… Sin is an intruder, for whose presence no
reason can be given. It is mysterious, unaccountable; to excuse it
is to defend it. Could excuse for it be found, or cause be shown
for its existence, it would cease to be sin.8

That  ultimate  mystery  acknowledged,  there  is  still
room for a great deal of careful consideration of the de-
velopment of sin. Not where it came from, but what it
developed into. In this arena, we are encouraged to in-
vest time and effort:

The world’s Redeemer presents the plan of the battle, with all
the difficulties, and bids us count the cost. He does not wish His
followers  to  be  ignorant  of  Satan’s  devices.  They  must  know
what  they  will  have  to  meet,  and  the  preparation  they  must
make in order to counteract his devices.9

It is important and essential that all of Christ’s followers un -
derstand Satan’s devices and with a  united front meet his  at-
tacks and vanquish him.10

Those who do not realize their danger because they do not
watch, will pay, with the loss of their souls, the penalty of their
presumption and their willful ignorance of Satan’s devices.11

There is nothing we should dread so much as being ignorant
of Satan’s devices.12

There is nothing that the great deceiver fears so much as that
we shall become acquainted with his devices.13

8. Great Controversy, 492
9. Signs of the Times, December 21, 1891
10. Testimonies, vol. 3, 434
11. Review and Herald, April 25, 1907
12. E.G. White, Letter to Edith Andrews, November 21, 1885; Letter 4, 1885
13. Great Controversy, 516
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At the very heart of all Satan’s “devices” is the tempta-
tion to take the fatal step he himself took. While we can
never say why he did this, knowing what he did is central
to understanding the whole great controversy. The story
of his experience affords us an advantage he didn’t have:

Lucifer himself did not at first see whither he was drifting; he
did not understand the real nature of his feelings.14

What we do know is that at some point in time, God
asked Lucifer to do “A,” and he thought, “‘B’ is better.”
Perhaps  it  started off as  a question:  “Wouldn’t  ‘B’  be
better?”  Perhaps  there was  no delay  and he went di-
rectly to “No! ‘B’ is better.” Those details we don’t have,
nor do we need.

No matter the exact circumstances, Lucifer eventually
came to believe that his approach to whatever, was better
than God’s approach. This was a huge, disastrous step, for
in order to get to that position, one or the other—or pos-
sibly both—of two things had to happen first.

In order to think “My plan is better than God’s,” he
may have convinced himself that God had made a mis-
take, that in just one circumstance God had slipped up.
In other words, Lucifer came to doubt God’s wisdom.

There  is  a  second  possibility  to  consider.  Unfortu-
nately, it’s even worse. If Lucifer did not believe God had
made an intellectual mistake, but still believed that what
he had been asked to do was not best, then logic would

14. Great Controversy, 495
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argue that God had deliberately given him a less than op-
timal assignment. Knowingly… with full understanding.…

In other words, Lucifer came to doubt God’s love.
Either  way,  whether  he  doubted God’s  wisdom or

His love, the crux of the issue was God’s care for Lu-
cifer. What if He wasn’t smart enough to provide the
best? What if He didn’t want to provide the best? With
those doubts in mind, Lucifer lost faith in God’s care.

What is it to be in an unsaved condition? Is it not to be living
without that full confidence in God which is born of love, which
leads us to take Him at His word?15

But why did losing faith in God mean Lucifer was
lost? Because, now, for the first time in his life, he felt
the burden of taking care of himself. If he couldn’t trust
God, then he’d just have to take care of himself. But at
the heart of that idea is the willingness to put one’s own
interests ahead of others. Under enough pressure, that
meant lying, stealing, and murder.

In heaven [Lucifer]  lost his  self-sacrificing principle and un-
selfish care for his associates, and little by little he introduced a
new order of things.16

These twin losses—love and faith in God, and love
for others17—should have filled Lucifer with terror. In-
stead, he imagined that his new principles were better
than God’s! That in taking the control of his own affairs

15. Bible Training School, November 1, 1911
16. E.G. White, “Satan’s Snares,” May 11, 1895; Manuscript 59, 1900
17. The two great commandments on which “hang all the law and the

prophets.”
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into his own hands, he might rise to a higher level of ex-
altation than ever before.

I  will  ascend into heaven,  I  will  exalt  my throne above the
stars of God; I will also sit on the mount of the congregation on
the farthest sides of the north; I will ascend above the heights of
the clouds….

And, to cap it all off, Lucifer said that when he did all
this, when he pursued selfish interest irrespective of others’
good, he would actually just “be like the Most High.”18

He reasoned that if it was good for God to establish
the order of the universe with Himself at the top, it cer-
tainly wouldn’t be objectionable for the angels to ensure
their own well-being.

Satan… contended [that] in struggling to carry out his pur-
poses and have his own way, [he] was only imitating the exam-
ple of God. If God followed His own will perfectly and continually,
why should not the first sons created in His image do so? By this
argument Satan deceived many of the holy angels.19

Right here we can see something important about
this war that began in heaven. Even though it is the ulti-
mate source of all the wars of earth, this war is different.
It’s not a matter of bombs and bullets; it’s not a contest
of physical force. It’s  more of an argument, more like
politics.  In fact,  it’s  exactly what the Bible calls  it  in
Revelation 12:7.

When John the Revelator wrote that “war broke out
in heaven,” he used the Greek word πό�λεμός (pol′-em-os),

18. Isaiah 14:13–14
19. Spirit of Prophecy, vol. 3, 77
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the source of our English word “polemic.”  Admittedly,
that’s not among the most common words of every day
life, but it does have a meaning: “An aggressive attack on
or refutation of the opinions or principles of another.”20

We can see this as well in Ellen White’s treatment of
Lucifer’s last day in heaven:

Then there was the council in heaven—warfare, it is called.21

A council? What kind of a war is that?
A polemos, a war of opinions and principles.
God’s principles were what they had always been, the

only principles that would preserve life and righteous-
ness. Lucifer’s principles were… well, evolving.

In his first display of disaffection, Satan was very cunning. All
he  claimed  was  that  he  wanted  to bring  in  a better  order  of
things, to make great improvements.22

Satan could present no defined reasons as to why he wished
the law of God changed or abolished. He simply declared his con-
viction that the angels would be better off without the law, but
could not tell in what way they would be advantaged.23

Satan was artful in presenting his  side of the question. As
soon as he found that one position was seen in its true charac-
ter, he changed it for another.24

Positions  might  change,  but  down deep,  the  basic
principle never wavered.

20. merriam-webster.com/dictionary/polemic
21. E.G. White, “A Message to A.T. Jones and Others in Battle Creek,”

March 23, 1906; Manuscript 34, 1906
22. Review and Herald, August 4, 1910
23. Signs of the Times, November 14, 1895
24. Review and Herald, March 9, 1886
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The hidden principle of all sin is a rejection of the will of God,
the refusal to acknowledge dependence upon Him.25

After Satan’s expulsion from heaven, he came to this earth
filled with the determination to establish a kingdom entirely in-
dependent of God.26

Satan erected his standard of revolt against God in heaven.
He.… has revealed a persevering determination to establish his
empire, governed by laws, and replenished with resources, inde-
pendent of God.27

To make such a radical departure from all the universe
had ever known, Lucifer needed some really compelling
“reasons.” He claimed to have them, in the form of nine
primary accusations against the government of heaven:
1. Angels are holy by nature and wise enough to govern

themselves, so they don’t need God’s law.
2. God did not treat Lucifer fairly.
3. God is selfish.
4. God is unforgiving and revengeful.
5. God’s law is defective, and needs to be changed.
6. Because of the law’s defects, neither angels nor hu-

man beings can possibly obey God’s law.
7. God’s law is arbitrary.
8. If God’s law is not arbitrary, forgiveness is impossible.
9. God is lying about all the above.

25. E.G. White,  “The Unfaithful Husbandmen,” September 20, 1899;
Manuscript 134, 1899

26. E.G. White, “Sermon,” June 8 (or 15), 1901; Manuscript 78, 1901
27. Review and Herald, June 21, 1898
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We might look at this list and scoff, but God didn’t, nor
did the angels. Though the Lord absolutely denied each of
Lucifer’s claims, the charges were serious, and—to a degree
—they were plausible. For example, how hard is it to imag-
ine that Someone (capital “S”) who just happens to own
everything in the universe might be a little bit selfish? Re-
member, Lucifer was the highest of the angels: if anyone
would know God’s weaknesses, wouldn’t he be the one?

Almost as a sidebar to all the rest, there is,  in the
middle of all this drama, another aspect, one which es-
pecially concerns every human being that has ever lived:

Satan…. hates mankind because they are the workmanship of
God. He opposed the creation of man.28

Satan determined to defeat God’s plan.… in the creation of
the world and of man.29

Why? What did Lucifer have against  us? Inspiration
doesn’t  give  us  a  complete  answer  to  that  question.
There are hints and possibilities, but no rock-solid an-
swers. What is made clear, though, is that this was a big
thing in Lucifer’s mind.

The creation of our world was brought into the councils of
heaven. There the covering cherub prepared his request that he
should be made prince to govern the world then in prospect. This
was not accorded him. Jesus Christ was to rule the earthly king-
dom; under God He engaged to take the world with all its proba-
bilities. The law of heaven should be the standard law for this

28. E.G. White, “Diary: January 1890,” January 26, 1890; Manuscript
38, 1890

29. E.G. White, “Sin and its Result,” September 24, 1901; Manuscript
97, 1901
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new world, for human intelligences. Lucifer was jealous of Christ
and this jealousy worked into rebellion and he carried with him a
large number of the holy angels.30

One particular aspect of Lucifer’s  hatred which in-
spiration leaves unclear is the timing: did Lucifer hate
humanity because he didn’t get to be our “prince,” or
did he ask for the position  because he hated the very
concept of human beings? It may not make a lot of differ-
ence to us now, but the follow-on of it all certainly does:

Satan…. considered that to be the god of this world was the next
best thing to gaining possession of the throne of God in heaven.31

It’s almost as if Lucifer said, “So… you won’t let me
be in charge of the earth. We’ll see about that!”

And so the ball  was  in  Heaven’s  court.  What  was
God going to do about all this? As it turned out, one of
the key things He did, was wait.

The Divine Response
God’s side of the conflict was neither silent nor inactive,

but the game-changing definitive response didn’t appear till
about four thousand years had rolled by. Then, “the fullness
of the time was come,” and the Son of God set out to con-
front the devil’s rebellion. But how would He do that?

Unlike Satan’s many shifting arguments and on-the-
fly adaptations, Jesus came to the battle with the only
weapon in Heaven’s armory, to fulfill a single mission.

30. E.G. White, “Diary: Creation and the Sabbath,” July 4, 1891; Manu-
script 43b, 1891

31. Review and Herald, April 14, 1896

–13–



The great object that brought Christ to the earth was to re-
veal the Father.32

God is love. This was the great truth that Christ came to the
world to reveal…. The object of Christ’s mission to the world was
to reveal the Father.33

In all His ministry, all His self-denial and self-sacrifice, Christ’s
object was to reveal God to the world.34

Christ exalted the character of God, attributing to Him the praise,
and giving to Him the credit, of the whole purpose of His own mission
on earth—to set men right through the revelation of God.35

This may sound a bit odd. After all, didn’t Jesus come
to save sinners? Wasn’t  that the focus of His work? So
why all this talk about revealing the Father?

Actually, it was the only thing that could save sinners!
Even as a sinner, man was in a different position from that of

Satan. Lucifer in heaven had sinned in the light of God’s glory. To
him as to no other created being was given a revelation of God’s
love.  Understanding the  character  of  God,  knowing His good-
ness,  Satan chose to follow his  own selfish,  independent will.
This choice was final. There was no more that God could do to
save him. But man was deceived; his mind was darkened by Sa-
tan’s sophistry. The height and depth of the love of God he did
not know. For him there was hope in a knowledge of God’s love.
By beholding His character he might be drawn back to God.36

Not only does this explain Christ’s mission, it also ex-
plains why the plan of redemption cannot apply to Sa-

32. Signs of the Times, June 27, 1895
33. Signs of the Times, April 11, 1895
34. E.G. White, Letter to J. Washburn, W.W. Prescott, A.G. Daniells,

W.A. Colcord, January 16, 1906; Letter 58, 1906
35. Signs of the Times, January 20, 1890
36. Desire of Ages, 761
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tan. It’s not that God wouldn’t love to save even Lucifer,
it’s just that there is nothing more even God Himself
could do to win his trust. And, as we’ve seen, not trust-
ing God is the very essence of what it means “to be in an
unsaved condition.”

This approach must have annoyed Satan immensely. It
wasn’t what he had been counting on… at all. It wasn’t
the first time he’d made such a misstep. He had once—

exultingly pointed to his sympathizers, comprising nearly one
half of all the angels, and exclaimed, These are with me! Will you
expel these also, and make such a void in heaven?37

He must have really thought God’s answer would be,
“No, there are too many on your side, so I guess I need
to make some sort of bargain on this one.” Instead, the
response was a simple (though heartbroken) “Yes.”

Expelled from heaven, Satan doubled down on his po-
sition. As one would expect, he built his case on what he
saw  as  his  strongest  point:  the  attack  on  the  law  of
Heaven. Of the nine accusations he had made,  four of
them took direct aim at the law. Let’s review those items.
5. God’s law is defective, and needs to be changed.
6. Because of the law’s defects, neither angels nor hu-

man beings can possibly obey God’s law.
7. God’s law is arbitrary.
8. If God’s law is not arbitrary, forgiveness is impossible.

This is the order in which Ellen White presents Sa-
tan’s charges, and it’s not hard to follow the progression.

37. Signs of the Times, January 9, 1879
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At  first,  he  just  claimed  that  the  law  needed  to  be
changed,  but  couldn’t  say  how  or  what  good  such  a
change would make.38 Well, that’s not a very good sales
pitch, so he added number six. Obviously, a law that no
one can keep is a bad law, so that argument had a bit
more going for it.

But all heaven had been keeping the law for… well,
pretty much forever, and the loyal angels were quick to
point out that things had been working just fine that
way. It was time for a new argument.

In his seventh accusation, Lucifer tries to show that
God is just being stubborn and unreasonable. To claim
that the law is “arbitrary” is to say that it rests on nothing
more than God’s wishes; it is what it is just because God
said that’s what it is. In other words, it’s like a speed limit.
It  might be 45 today,  but if  the city council  feels  like
changing it, they just say “Let’s make it 55.” Or 35.…

Since that’s all it takes to change the law, Lucifer ar-
gued, God was just being bullheaded. But God denied that
the law was arbitrary. And, no, it couldn’t be changed.39

Now  Lucifer  thought  he  had  God  between  the
proverbial rock and a hard place. We see this because
the eighth accusation makes no sense at all except as a
comeback argument against God’s denial that the law
was arbitrary. The devil’s case went like this:

38. See note 23.
39. Interestingly, Ellen White consistently portrays God’s response to

Lucifer’s  demand for  a  change in  the  law as  “the law can’t  be
changed,” never as “No, I won’t change it.”
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God’s law is arbitrary, and He’s lying about it and just
being dumb and stubborn—Or—God’s law isn’t arbitrary
(thus based on something other than God’s “say so”) and
that puts it beyond His control.40 That, of course, would
mean that God could never forgive even the slightest in-
fraction of Heaven’s law. An obvious fault.

“Check!” Or so Lucifer thought. Again, we can fol-
low the twisted development of his argument in Ellen
White’s account of his Plan B.

[Satan laid his] plans to wrest from God the noble Adam and
his companion Eve. If he could, in any way, beguile them to dis-
obedience, God would make some provision whereby they might
be pardoned, and then himself and all the fallen angels would be
in a fair way to share with them of God’s mercy.41

It was Satan’s design that the state of man should be the same
with that of the fallen angels in rebellion against God, uncheered by
a gleam of hope.  He  reasoned  that if  God  pardoned  sinful  man
whom He had created, He would also pardon and receive into favor
him and his angels. But he was disappointed.42

What’s fascinating here is Satan’s confidence that God
would do something to save Adam and Eve. He was right
on that much, but wrong in thinking that God’s “provi-
sion” for forgiving them would mean changing the law.
You can see the argument: “They sinned, same as I did,
God. If they don’t get punished same as I did, it proves

40. As an illustration from the natural world, we might use the law of
gravity as an example. It certainly isn’t based on what the city coun-
cil says, and they have no jurisdiction over it.

41. Spirit of Prophecy, vol. 1, 29–30
42. Review and Herald, February 24, 1874
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Your law is arbitrary. You enforce it when you want, and
change it when you want. So I was right all along!”

“Checkmate!” Satan wins!

Christ’s Method
Well… no. What the devil didn’t understand, was that,

“Even as a sinner, man was in a different position from
that of Satan.… there was hope in a knowledge of God’s
love. By beholding His character he might be drawn back
to God.”43 And that’s why “Christ came to this world for
no other purpose than to display the glory of God, that
man might be uplifted by its restoring power.”44

So Jesus came to earth to share the gospel, the good
news, about His Father’s character. That, however, was a
bit more challenging than we might first grasp, and the
details of the task, the method to be used, required a
critical level of precision:

God… sent His Son into the world to reveal, so far as could be
endured by human sight, the nature and the attributes of the in-
visible God.45

Christ revealed all of God that sinful human beings could bear
without being destroyed.46

You may recall Ellen White’s description of such oc-
casions as the cleansing of the temple, where she says

43. Desire of Ages, 761
44. E.G. White, Letter to O.A. Olsen, August 25, 1896; Letter 87, 1896
45. E.G. White, Letter to J.E. White, November 16, 1903; Letter 250, 1903
46. E.G. White, “A Personal God,” October 14, 1903; Manuscript 124, 1903
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that Christ’s “divinity flashed through humanity”47 just
enough to create some genuine discomfort:

There were occasions when Jesus stood forth while in human
flesh as the Son of God. Divinity flashed through humanity, and
was seen by the scoffing priests and rulers.…

Men and devils were compelled, by the shining forth of His
glory, to confess, “Truly, this is the Son of God.”48

Such times were the exception, of course. As a general
rule, Christ’s work was quieter, more like that which re-
assured John the Baptist that his own announcement of
the Messiah’s coming had not been in error:

The question, “Art Thou He that should come?”… was keenly
bitter and disappointing to human nature.  If  John, the faithful
forerunner, failed to discern Christ’s mission, what could be ex-
pected from the self-seeking multitude? 

The Saviour did not at once answer the disciples’ question. As they
stood wondering at His silence, the sick and afflicted were coming to
Him to be healed. The blind were groping their way through the crowd;
diseased ones of all classes, some urging their own way, some borne
by their friends, were eagerly pressing into the presence of Jesus. The
voice of the mighty Healer penetrated the deaf ear.… Jesus rebuked
disease and banished fever. His voice reached the ears of the dying,
and they arose in health and vigor.… While He healed their diseases,
He  taught the  people.  The poor peasants and laborers,  who were
shunned by the rabbis as unclean, gathered close about Him, and He
spoke to them the words of eternal life.

Thus the  day  wore  away,  the  disciples  of  John seeing and
hearing all. At last Jesus called them to Him, and bade them go
and tell  John what they had witnessed,  adding, “Blessed is he,
whosoever shall  find none occasion of stumbling in Me.” Luke

47. See Desire of Ages, 162; Ellen G. White 1888 Materials, 1490
48. Signs of the Times, May 10, 1899
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7:23, R.V. The evidence of His divinity was seen in its adaptation
to the needs of suffering humanity. His glory was shown in His
condescension to our low estate.49

This  kind  of  ministry,  a  blending  of  healing  and
teaching,  was the mainstay  of Jesus’  effort—and for a
very good and simple reason:

Jesus  could  not  express  in  words  to  the  understanding  of
man the love of the Father; He could only say, “God so loved the
world, that He gave His only-begotten Son, that whosoever be-
lieveth in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life.”

Even the most beloved verse in all Scripture was not
enough to reveal the character of the Father. But fortu-
nately, there’s more to the paragraph:

But He did express the love of God in His actions.50

Jesus taught; He preached sermons; that was good,
but He needed a more powerful tool to finish the job.

No verbal description could reveal God to the world. Through a life
of purity, a life of perfect trust and submission to the will of God, a life
of humiliation such as even the highest seraph in heaven would have
shrunk from, God Himself must be revealed to humanity.51

All of which makes perfect sense of these comments:
Jesus devoted more time to healing the sick than to preach-

ing.… He made each work of healing an occasion for implanting
divine principles in the mind and soul. This was the purpose of
His work. He imparted earthly blessings that He might incline the
hearts of men to receive the Gospel of His grace.52

49. Desire of Ages, 217
50. Signs of the Times, November 28, 1892
51. Review and Herald, June 25, 1895
52. Signs of the Times, October 30, 1907
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Read the Scriptures carefully,  and you will  find that  Christ
spent the largest part of His ministry in restoring the suffering
and afflicted to health. Thus He threw back upon Satan the re-
proach of the evil which the enemy of all good had originated.53

In fact, this blended ministry was not just some ran-
dom  expression  of  God’s  love;  it  was  more  pointed,
more specific and intentional.

Satan charged God with possessing the attributes that he him-
self possessed. Christ came to this world to reveal God’s character
as it really is. He is the perfect representation of the Father. His life
of sinlessness, lived on this earth in human nature, is  a complete
refutation of Satan’s charge against the character of God.54

In other words, the polemos was raging, and God was
winning. But still, it took more; it took the cross. We see
this in the more complete context of a quotation we’ve
looked at already:

Christ exalted the character of God, attributing to Him the
praise, and giving to Him the credit, of the whole purpose of His
own mission on earth—to set men right through the revelation of
God.… When the object of His mission was attained—the revela-
tion of God to the world—the Son of God announced that His
work  was  accomplished,  and that  the  character  of  the  Father
was made manifest to men.55

In the very act of dying to save what was lost, Christ reached
the perfect standard of obedience as our substitute and surety.56

“Reached” implies  a  new status was gained at  that
time. It’s not that Christ became “more perfect” some-

53. E.G. White, “Words of Instruction,” July 1, 1901; Manuscript 55, 1901
54. Bible Training School, October 1, 1902
55. Signs of the Times, January 20, 1890
56. Signs of the Times, April 14, 1898
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how, but that the crucifixion revealed to mankind that
which they could have understood in no other way.

But the cross wasn’t just for the benefit of human be-
ings, though. Remember Lucifer’s  plausible accusations?
Even the loyal angels didn’t have answers to all of them;
they had remained obedient—not through absolute cer-
tainty—but through faith. Now it was time for under-
standing to catch up, and the cross did that for them.

By shedding the blood of the Son of God, [Satan] had uprooted
himself from the sympathies of the heavenly beings.… The last link
of sympathy between Satan and the heavenly world was broken.57

Another Revealing
We fast forward now nearly two millennia, to one of

modern Adventism’s great landmarks. Speaking of the
work that had been begun in 1888, Ellen White wrote:

The time of test is just upon us, for the loud cry of the third
angel has already begun in the revelation of the righteousness of
Christ, the sin-pardoning Redeemer. This is the beginning of the
light of the angel whose glory shall fill the whole earth.58

We have, correctly, seen this comment as a reference
to  the  work  of  Elders  Jones  and  Waggoner,  and  the

57. Desire of Ages, 761
Bear in mind that there are two kinds of “sympathy.” There’s the

emotional, “Oh, you poor thing you!” type, and the more intellec-
tual variety based on theoretical agreement, a “you’ve-got-a-point-
there” sort of thing,  as  in “I’m sympathetic  to  your  argument.”
Given that Lucifer had been loved and respected by all the angels,
we can assume that both varieties are included here.

58. Review and Herald, November 22, 1892
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“message  of  righteousness  by  faith”  that  they  intro-
duced. And yet, it takes in more, for if Jesus couldn’t re-
veal  the  Father  through  words  alone,  surely  human
words must fall short as well.

Less than three months after Ellen White’s comment,
Doctor John Harvey Kellogg reminded the assembled
delegates of the 1893 General Conference session that
actions, self-sacrifice, service, and tangible compassion
were required to complete the revelation59 of the Father.

If the loud cry has been begun by our people, it must be be -
cause we have just begun to do a little in the way of letting our
light shine.60

What  was  the  Doctor  talking  about?  How  had  the
church “just begun” to let its light shine? Three different
projects: the construction of a home for orphan children,
the  establishment  of  the  “Visiting  Nurses  Program”  in
Chicago, and the beginning of “Christian Help Bands” in
Battle Creek. Each of these developments had really just
gotten going in 1892; each drew inspiration from Isaiah 58;
and each had been largely masterminded by Dr. Kellogg.

So who was this Kellogg character? As a general rule,
those who know anything about him at all are probably
thinking of things like corn flakes, peanut butter, gra-
nola,  and pantheism. That’s  not all  wrong,  but barely
scratches the surface,  and to get the value of our de-
nominational history here, we need to go a lot deeper.

59. It’s worth noting that Ellen White described the beginning of the loud
cry as a “revelation” of Christ’s righteousness, not a “proclamation.”

60. J.H. Kellogg, The Medical Missionary, Extra No. 1, March 1893, 28
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For starters, it’s important to know that Dr. Kellogg’s
career can be broadly divided into two phases: the “good
Kellogg,” and the “bad Kellogg.” We’ll take a look at both,
because his influence on both counts was significant.

The “Good Kellogg”
The Doctor’s connection with the 1888 message was

not entirely coincidental:
After  the  meeting  at  Minneapolis,  Dr.  Kellogg  was  a  con-

verted man,  and we all  knew it. We could see the converting
power of God working in his heart and life.61

This isn’t to say that Kellogg joined the church as a
result of the 1888 General Conference session. He’d ac-
tually been raised as a Seventh-day Adventist since early
childhood. What’s  more,  in 1888 he had already been
the medical director of the Battle Creek Sanitarium for
twelve years. But after Minneapolis, he was converted.

It would be hard to say whether he had been entirely
unconverted before then, or that perhaps he had experi-
enced  a  deeper  conversion  after  hearing  Jones  and
Waggoner.  It  doesn’t  matter.  What  is important is  to
recognize how his conversion became such an obvious
development.  Everyone “knew it,”  and “could see  the
converting power of God working in his heart and life.”

But how did all this show up? What was different? At
the  risk  of  some  oversimplification,  let’s  say  that  he
started  being  nice  to  people.  And  that,  significantly
enough, just happens to be what converted people do:

61. 1903 General Conference Bulletin, 86

– 24–



Faith works by love and purifies the soul. Faith buds and blos-
soms and bears a harvest of precious fruit.  Where faith is,  good
works appear. The sick are visited, the poor are cared for, the father-
less and the widows are not neglected, the naked are clothed, the
destitute are fed. Christ went about doing good, and when men are
united with Him, they love the children of God, and meekness and
truth guide their footsteps. The expression of the countenance re-
veals their experience, and men take knowledge of them that they
have been with Jesus and learned of Him. Christ and the believer be -
come one, and His beauty of character is revealed in those who are
vitally connected with the Source of power and love.62

All this sounds good… but does it really have any-
thing to do with righteousness by faith?

Faith in Jesus Christ as our personal Saviour,  the One who
pardons our sins and transgressions, the One who is able to keep
us from sin and lead us in His footsteps, is set forth in the fifty-
eighth chapter of Isaiah. Here are presented the fruits of a faith
that works by love and purifies the soul from selfishness. Faith
and works are here combined.…

“Thy  righteousness  shall  go  before  thee.”  What  does  this
mean? Christ is our righteousness.63

Kellogg was on to something in 1893 when he told
the church that the conditions of Isaiah 58 (“share your
bread with the hungry,” “bring to your house the poor
who are cast out,” “extend your soul to the hungry and
satisfy the afflicted soul,” etc.) came before the promises.

We have done so little in that way that it seems to me that
before the loud cry will make any great noise in the world, we will
have to let our light shine a great deal brighter than we have ever
yet  done,  because the works come first.  The light  must  shine

62. Selected Messages, Book 1, 398
63. Review and Herald, March 17, 1910
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through these “good works,” before we can be called “the repair -
ers of the breach and the restorers of paths to dwell in,” for that
promise comes after all of these conditions, you see.64

It was a radical idea back in 1893, and more than a
century later—after decades of thinking of the 1888 mes-
sage solely in terms of doctrine and theology—it still is.
It’s the kind of idea that would be easy to discard… if it
weren’t for all the support given it by Ellen White:

The union of Christlike work for the body and Christlike work
for the soul is the true interpretation of the gospel.65

There is a world to be saved. Christ came to teach us how to
reach and uplift  sinners.  Wherever  He went,  He preached the
gospel and healed the sick.66

Christ linked closely together the work of healing and teach-
ing, and in this our day they should not be separated.67

The Holy Spirit never has, and never will in the future, divorce
the medical missionary work from the gospel ministry. They can
not be divorced. Bound up with Jesus Christ, the ministry of the
word and the healing of the sick are one.68

The Saviour has bound together the work of preaching the
truth and healing the sick, and we are never to divorce them.
Christ blended ministry and healing, and there is to be no more
separation in our work than there was in His.69

64. J.H. Kellogg, The Medical Missionary, Extra No. 1, March 1893, 28
65. Review and Herald, March 4, 1902
66. E.G. White, “Lessons From the First and Second Chapters of Colos-

sians,” May 20, 1904; Manuscript 48, 1904
67. E.G. White, “Co-operation Between Our Schools and Sanitariums,”

July 24, 1908; Manuscript 89, 1908
68. Special Testimonies, Series B, No. 7, 64
69. Sermons and Talks, vol. 2, 141
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In Christ’s  work preaching the gospel  and healing the sick
were bound together. Thus we are to work today. Those who ob-
tain a knowledge of medical missionary work need to connect
this work with the proclamation of the last message of mercy.70

Christ’s ministers must stand in an altogether different posi-
tion. They must be evangelists, they must be medical missionar-
ies. They must take hold of the work intelligently. But it is of no
use for them to think that they can do this while they drop the
work which God has said should be connected with the gospel. If
they drop out the medical missionary work, they need not think
that they can carry forward their work successfully, for they have
only half the necessary facilities.71

Christ healed the people, and then to those whom He healed and
to those who had witnessed His healing, He preached the gospel of
the kingdom. This is the work outlined before those who have in trust
the greatest wealth of truth ever committed to mortals. The question
for us to answer is, Are we willing to leave self out of the considera-
tion? Are our energies spent in the Master’s service?72

This last quotation is the crux of the issue. And it goes
right back to Lucifer and his initial loss of faith in God’s
ability and willingness to take care of him. He decided to
try taking care of himself. And that’s where medical mis-
sionary work73 starts to rub. Every form of medical mis-

70. Letter, E.G. White to A.T. Jones, December 16, 1898; Letter 139, 1898
71. E.G. White,  “Talk by Mrs. E. G. White in College Library, April  1,

1901,” April 1, 1901; Manuscript 43, 1901
72. E.G.  White,  “An Appeal for  More Earnest Effort,” November  12,

1902; Manuscript 147, 1902
73. This name came into Adventist usage in 1893; before then such ac-

tivities were known as “benevolent work” or “Christian help work.”
Don’t let “medical missionary work” make you think that it involves
only health care professionals!
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sionary work that we might take up involves the sacrifice
of time, effort, resources, or money. Sometimes it’s actu-
ally “all the above.” But there’s a reason for this:

God desires everyone to understand the hateful character of
selfishness and to co-operate with Him in guarding His human
family against its terrible, deceptive power.… The design of the
gospel is, by means of remedial missionary work, to confront this
evil of selfishness and destroy its destructive power by establish-
ing enterprises of benevolence.74

Notice that the “natural remedy” here is supposed to
be curing our spiritual disease, not the other guy’s.

Christ, the Majesty of heaven, laid aside His robes of royalty and
came to this world, all seared and marred by the curse, to teach
men how to live a life of self-denial and self-sacrifice, and how to
carry out practical religion in their daily lives.… He labored con-
stantly for one object; all His powers were employed for the sal-
vation of men, and every act of His life tended to that end.75

This  last  quotation  makes  it  obvious  that  learning
“how to live a life of self-denial and self-sacrifice” is a
part of our salvation. That might sound like drudgery
that  only  strong-willed saints  could  endure.  It  might
sound like that to our distorted perception… but it isn’t.

Jesus had been teaching and healing, telling the people that
the way to be most happy is to seek to be a blessing to others,
and that when men and women give themselves wholly to this
work, the earth will be filled with the glory of God.76

74. Letter, E.G. White to Brethren and Sisters of the Iowa Conference,
November 6, 1901; Letter 165, 1901

75. Testimonies, vol. 4, 373
76. E.G. White, “Christ Stilling the Tempest,” November 3, 1903; Manu-

script 130, 1903
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All these ideas were wrapped up in Dr. Kellogg’s 1893
appeal  for  the church to  take  up  medical  missionary
work. How was it received?

Well, his sermons were edited out of the General Con-
ference Bulletin (and hence almost completely forgotten
for over a century), and some of the brethren (but not all,
mind you) were, shall we say, resistant to his ideas.

The work that is to be done in these lines, Dr. Kellogg is doing,
and those who are standing aside to criticize should themselves be
engaged in this work, asking to help souls to find the way of life.
Seek the lost sheep. This is not a fanatical and superstitious work; it
is the work that Christ did when He was in our world.77

God does not endorse the efforts put forth by different ones
to make the work of Dr. Kellogg as hard as possible in order to
build themselves up. God gave the light on health reform, and
those who rejected it rejected God. One and another who knew
better said that it all came from Dr. Kellogg, and they made war
upon him. This had a bad influence on the doctor.78

Admittedly,  differences of opinion are not unheard
of  among Church workers,  but this  case was unique,
largely because God had special plans for Dr. Kellogg:

There is a work that Dr. Kellogg is educated to perform as no
other man in our ranks can perform it.79

Note the “fringe benefit” of actually working as Jesus did. Not
only will it make us “most happy,” but it has the added benefit of
actually “finishing the work.”

77. Letter, E.G. White to I.H. Evans, May 20, 1898; Letter 44, 1898
78. E.G. White, “Our Duty to Leave Battle Creek,” April 3, 1903; Manu-

script 20, 1903
79. Letter, E.G.  White to A.G.  Daniells  and W.W. Prescott,  May 20,

1904; Letter 165, 1904
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The Lord  has reproved those who claim to believe  present
truth for failing to cooperate with Dr. Kellogg and his faithful co-
workers in walking in the light of health reform. Dr. Kellogg is to
stand as God’s physician, and is to do an exalted work.80

The Lord has frequently said, calling you by name, “John H.
Kellogg is My physician; I have worked with him and through him
to accomplish My will.”81

I know that the Lord has placed you [Dr. Kellogg] in a very re-
sponsible position, standing as you do as the greatest physician
in our world, a man to whom the Lord has given understanding
and knowledge, that you may do justice and judgment, and re -
veal the true missionary spirit in the institution which is to repre-
sent truth in contrast with error.82

None of this is to say that John Kellogg was perfect.
Far from it, actually; but that’s one of the odd things
about God’s way of doing things. He often chooses to
work through imperfect people, as long as they will let
Him. And that’s where our story turns into a tragedy,
for during the mid- to late-1890s, Dr. Kellogg increas-
ingly chafed  under the sometimes  unChristlike treat-
ment of his brethren. That he was treated poorly is well
established by Ellen White… but then, so was Jesus.

Over time, Dr. Kellogg let his frustration and animos-
ity toward his  antagonists lead him away from Christ,
and back toward John Kellogg. One of the most sobering
lessons of the whole episode is that the Doctor didn’t so

80. E.G. White, “Unheeded Warnings II,” November 27, 1901; Manu-
script 156b, 1901

81. Letter, E.G. White to J.H. Kellogg, July 28, 1901; Letter 180, 1901
82. Letter, E.G. White to J.H. Kellogg, December 10, 1899; Letter 206, 1899
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much fall prey to some out-of-the-blue heresy as that he
failed to correct his own natural tendencies to wrong.

The single most-repeated caution that  Ellen White
gave Kellogg was the warning to not overwork. In the
end, the impatience and animosity that sprang from his
constantly  taxed  physical  condition  would  cost  him
dearly. Perhaps his second most basic weakness was his
natural fondness for grandiosity. This, too, contributed
largely to his spiritual undoing.

The “Bad Kellogg”
As the Doctor slid slowly from the hands of Christ,

he was the beneficiary—like no other person—of the at-
tention and prayers of Ellen White. Why? Because his
was  a  special  case,  upon  which  large  results  would
hinge. Elder W.C. White once wrote:

I  do not believe there is  a person living, not even her own
sons, for whom Mother would do more, to help, to encourage, to
correct, and to instruct, than Dr. Kellogg. Why is this? Because
God has given him great ability,  great  opportunities,  great re -
sponsibilities; and as Mother has said to me several times during
the last winter; “Dr. Kellogg stands where he can do more to re -
lieve the perplexities of the present situations, than any other liv-
ing man; and, too, he stands where he can do more to bring con-
fusion,  perplexity,  and backsliding,  than any  other  man living;
and I  have carried the burden of his  case on my soul day and
night, because I know that so much is involved in the decisions
he shall make and the course he shall take.”83

This reality did not fade from Ellen White’s mind:

83. Letter, W.C. White to W.S. Sadler, January 20, 1903; W.C. White
Letterbook 23, 520, 511
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A man  having  the  influence  that  you  have,  a  man  whose
name has become so popular, can do us as a people great injury,
if you are permitted by God. But the Lord He is God, and it will be
shown that He has spoken, saying, “Thus far shall you, J.H. Kel -
logg, go, and no further.”84

The cause of God has been hindered in its advance by the
only one who could do a work so counter to the work the Lord
would have done at this stage of our history.85

Unfortunately, the Doctor’s decline put him as solidly
on the devil’s side as he had once been on the Lord’s side:

The Lord has represented to me that Satan links up with Dr.
Kellogg and imbues him with evil  devisings. Our erring brother
will  suggest  many things that  have not  the inspiration or  the
sanction of the Holy Spirit of God.86

It is not John Kellogg that you are dealing with; it is a being
who once figured in the courts of heaven as an exalted angel.
The poor Doctor is not in his right mind.87

I  was  instructed that the one who was operating his mind
was  the  one who once  was  an exalted  angel  in  the  heavenly
courts—the one who was a covering cherub.88

It is Satan’s theories that are now coming to the front from
the lips of Dr. Kellogg. He is lost and has been lost for a long
while in the misconceptions that he has long cherished.89

84. Letter, E.G. White to J.H. Kellogg, November 21, 1903; Letter 320, 1905
85. Letter, E.G. White to Ministers, Physicians, and Teachers, Septem-

ber 3, 1904; Letter 280a, 1904
86. E.G.  White,  “A  Message  to  Leading  Physicians,”  September  4,

1903; Manuscript 159, 1903
87. Letter, E.G. White to W.C. White, August 4, 1903; Letter 172, 1903
88. Letter, E.G. White to Daniells, September 18, 1903; Letter 271a, 1903
89. Letter, E.G. White to Brother Arthur, 1904; Letter 405, 1904
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When  he  is  worked by  the  satanic  agencies,  he  does  not
know what spirit has got hold of him and controls him. He has
been disloyal to the truth for some time.90

I saw satanic agencies working with Dr. Kellogg and impart-
ing to him the false science that the enemy used in heaven to de-
ceive the angels.91

Ellen White had to deal with quite a few apostates
and heretics during her lifetime, but only Kellogg is de-
scribed in such alarming terms. The Doctor’s trademark
heresy is the pantheism in the book  Living Temple, but
there were many other issues,  inappropriate practices,
unhelpful attitudes, and—finally—a decisive rejection of
the authority of the Spirit of Prophecy.

The story is far too long and involved to tell in detail
here, but a quick listing of the concerns will be some
help. The main issues, in the order of their appearance,
included overwork, grandiosity, criticism of those who
disagreed with him, ridiculing and criticizing ministers
for their (genuinely) lax observance of health principles,
downplaying  the  importance  of  Biblical  teachings,
spending inordinate amounts of the church’s finances in
developing the  medical  work with no concern to see
other  branches  appropriately  supported,92 exerting  a

90. Letter, E.G. White to A.G. Daniells, August 5, 1903; Letter 297, 1903
91. Letter, E.G. White to Brother and Sister [D.] Paulson, April 2, 1906;

Letter 116, 1906
92. This came about because Dr. Kellogg was a great fund raiser. But

the idea of being “my brother’s keeper” extends to the operations
of  the  church.  Just  because  he  could  persuade  people  to  give
money to his “department” was no excuse to ignore other needs. 
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truly arbitrary one-man-control over the medical work
and medical workers, threatening to separate the medi-
cal work from its connection to the denomination,93 at-
tempting to gain political control of the General Con-
ference,  blatant  dishonesty,  the  use  of  legal  means
(lawyers, contracts, and lawsuits) to gain and maintain
control over sanitariums and workers, placing “science”
above Scripture, mysticism, pantheism, hypnotism, and
—finally—openly attacking the Spirit of Prophecy.

These developments stretched out over about a dozen
years, and Ellen White was deeply involved the whole time,
trying to encourage and guide the Doctor. He had oppo-
nents who were often wrong in their dealings with him,
but he made mistakes of his own in handling the situation.
She was constantly trying to correct both sides, strengthen
both sides, and bring about the united work of teaching
and healing that alone could reveal God’s character.

In  the  end,  Kellogg and many others  fell  short  of
God’s plan.  The loud cry that had begun in 1892 was
“smothered,”94 by both the church’s neglect of medical
missionary  work,  and Kellogg’s tendency to make the

93. This was a long-standing temptation that rose and fell with the Doc-
tor’s  level  of  frustration. When he was  getting his  way, all  was
good; but when someone “interfered” with his plans, the idea of
taking his marbles and leaving would come up again. This was a se-
rious matter: “When the gospel ministers and the medical mission-
ary workers are not united, there is placed on our churches the
worst evil that can be placed there.” E.G. White, “Talk: The Founda-
tion of Our Faith,” May 18, 1904; Manuscript 46, 1904
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medical work all important and leave the three angels’
messages to the side. The spiritual teaching that eventu-
ally began to fill the void was pantheism, the belief that
God is everything and everything is God. Surprisingly,
Dr. Kellogg wasn’t the most noted advocate at the time:

I presume you know that [Dr. Waggoner] is really the leader
in this teaching, and that he has done more than any other living
man to give these [pantheistic] ideas a permanent root in this
denomination. Dr. Kellogg is  not the aggressor in this.  He has
picked up his ideas, or at any rate has picked up his courage in
promulgating them, from Dr. Wagoner’s aggressive attitude.95

From the General Conference perspective, the more
obvious danger was Kellogg’s  attempt to discredit  and
delegitimize the ministry  and the general  work of  the
church. It wasn’t difficult to imagine him so completely
destroying church members’ confidence in the “organized
church” that they could be drawn to a strong, visible al-
ternative of Kellogg’s creating. It’s not so easy to picture
that today, but in the early 1900s it was a real possibility.

But the Doctor had a problem: Ellen White wasn’t
supporting his efforts. She had, in fact, been shown his
plans, and had been instructed how to deal with them.
And, like the response of Christ’s incarnation (though
on a much shorter scale), one of the key elements of the
response was waiting for “the fullness of the time.”

94. E.G. White, “Medical Missionary Work,” May 10, 1899; Manuscript
177, 1899

95. Letter, A.G. Daniells to W.C. White, December 22, 1903; Title 16599
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Simple,  yes?  It  wasn’t,  especially  not  for  A.G.
Daniells and his co-workers at the General Conference.
Like the flip side of the Doctor’s coin, Elder Daniells’
“problem” was that Ellen White wasn’t condemning Kel-
logg.

The General  Conference president could see clearly
enough  that  Kellogg’s  apostasy  was  leavening  many
church members, especially the youth who continued to
go to Battle Creek in spite of Ellen White’s warnings not
to. For months he pleaded with her to take a more public
stance against the Doctor. His letters were eloquent and
heartfelt, but failed to gain the response he wanted.

I have good reason to believe [Doctor Kellogg is trying] to catch
our young people. The thing is already beginning to work, and un-
less something decided is done to counteract the movement, we
shall lose hundreds of the very flower of our young people.…

The Lord has given you [Ellen White] volumes of instruction.
What has come to me has informed and aroused me regarding
the crisis we are in. I  feel sure that if our brethren and sisters
knew the facts one half as fully as they have been revealed to
you, they would stand as one man against this evil thing. But as
it is at present, thousands know but little about it. We say noth-
ing, or speak with whispered breath; and all the while the enemy
is at work gaining sympathy, influence, and souls.

I confess to you that this is the greatest sorrow of my life. I have
no desire to make war on Dr. Kellogg. I do not care what fame he
gets, nor how many worldly people go to Battle Creek; but it breaks
my heart to see our young people go there, to be poisoned against
the ministry that brought their parents into the truth, and against
the message for which their parents have stood and sacrificed so
loyally. No one need say that they are not thus influenced. I know
better. When a father tells me that his son has become an infidel at
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Battle Creek, and declines to recommend him to his Conference for
an honorable medical position, I know there is more than imagina-
tion on my part regarding the character of the influence there.

I  seriously  fear that for some months  we have been losing
ground in this controversy. While we have been silent, they have
been  aggressive;  their  efforts  have not  been  open  and frank.
They are moving under cover, and are gaining ground.…

They  press  their  warfare  untiringly  in  all  directions.  Every-
where we go we run onto it. Now and then some one sends us
letters or copies of letters sent out from Battle Creek, which are
absolutely untrue, and altogether deceiving and undermining in
their character. And from all sources we learn of our young peo-
ple going there.

These things force the issue upon us. The Spirit of Prophecy
has warned our young people not to go to Battle Creek. Dr. Kel -
logg has determined that they shall go there, and they are going.
For  one,  I  feel  that this  denomination ought to rise up in  the
name of God, and stop this thing.96

The Elder was correct in all he said; his timing was
just a bit off.  Ellen White read his letter to her on the
twenty-second of October. The next morning she wrote:

I have not had a night of sleep, but a night of much prayer. The
cause of God is in peril as Dr. Kellogg and those who are deceived
with him are prompted by the same spirit which led to rebellion in
the heavenly courts and is very active now in them, working out the
plans of the fallen foe. I have special instruction what I shall do, and
the Lord has given me light and strength to do this very work.97

And yet—probably  to Elder  Daniells’  dismay—that
“very  work”  did not  yet  include  confronting  Kellogg
and his allies directly. Instead, Ellen White wrote:

96. A.G. Daniells, Letter to Ellen White, October 11, 1905; Title 18924
97. E.G. White, “Diary,” October 23, 1905; Manuscript 177, 1905
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I have light from the Lord that at this time we must act with
great caution; for the enemy is watching our every movement. At
times I have been ready to take steps that would be called ag -
gressive.… I would read over the letters containing warning and
caution that I have had from the Lord for several in Battle Creek.
At times I have felt that I must print all the warnings given me for
Dr. Kellogg…. But I have not yet done this because I have been
impressed to wait. If I should make a strong move in this direc -
tion, the battle would be on. Those who are opposing the light
God has given would feel that they had been attacked and would
claim that they were compelled to make moves that otherwise
they would not have made. And it would take much of our time
to meet the issue.

Let us hold on patiently for a little while, and let the elements
break forth that are struggling into life. Let not too many articles
be published in the Review and Herald that are of a character to
stir up strife.…

Hold it! What kind of a war is this? The enemy is killing
us; our church members don’t even know what’s going on!
And we’re supposed to wait?

Welcome to the  polemos.  It’s  not the same as those
other wars, and it turns out there was a very good rea-
son for waiting:

Some who have been deceived by men in responsible places
will repent and be converted. And in all our dealings with them,
we must remember that none of those who are in the depth of
Satan’s snare know that they are there.98

Since the divine strategy in this contest consists of
the revelation of the Lord’s character of love and self-
sacrifice, no plan of attack that forgets the value of souls

98. E.G. White, Letter to Brethren Daniells and Prescott and their asso-
ciates, October 30, 1905; Letter 311, 1905
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will win His endorsement. Despite facing a deliberate,
secretive conspiracy to carry out plans that would seri-
ously  harm  the  church,  the  first  priority  was  saving
souls. Even the souls of those “in the depth of Satan’s
snare.” It was a “work and hope for the best” but “be
ready for the worst” sort of situation. It was also a mat-
ter of timing:

We had to move, and yet we had to wait until those in error
thought  they  could  carry  things  against  the  ministers  and
churches. I was shown their course of action and had everything
in readiness for such a movement and labored to defeat their
deep-laid plot.99

Right up to the last day, Ellen White was working as
best she could to keep the Doctor from going down that
road. But, like Lucifer before him, John Kellogg finally
decided that his best option was to disregard God’s in-
struction and try fending for himself.

In order to do that, of course, he had to turn his back
on  the  Lord’s  instruction  through  the  Spirit  of
Prophecy. Indeed, Ellen White was shown that the Kel-
logg faction “would take a firm position against the tes-
timonies. This was to be the signal for decided action.”100

The predicted development came in an almost  en-
tirely  forgotten—and  patently  miraculous—series  of
events  at  Christmas  time,  1905.  On the  night  of  the

99. Letter, E.G. White to Brother and Sister D.H. Kress, August 1, 1906;
Letter 258, 1906

100. E.G. White,  Letter to Brother and Sister D.H. Kress, October 23,
1906; Letter 328, 1906
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twenty-fifth, Kellogg assembled a large number of the
Sanitarium leadership and outlined “the recent contro-
versy from his standpoint.” In a six-hour monologue, he
“assured  them  that  he  believed  in  the  Spirit  of
Prophecy,  and  believed  that  Sister  White  is  a  good
woman and that she had been inspired of the Lord. But
he went on then to establish by many infallible proofs the
fact that all of the communications which were sent out,
could not be relied upon as coming from the Lord.”101

Ellen  White was  not  unprepared.  On  December
twenty-first, she had been been instructed to assemble
appropriate documents (the primary one had been writ-
ten almost two years before) and mail them to Battle
Creek. A telegram had been sent to Daniells instructing
him to go there and await their arrival. Not till he read
them to the Battle Creek church on the evening of De-
cember twenty-sixth, did the General Conference presi-
dent realize how clearly the documents described the
position the Doctor had taken the night before.

A Look at the Future
The value of the past is insight for the future. The

principles of Lucifer’s  rebellion,  Christ’s  response,  the
good Kellogg,  and  the  bad  Kellogg are  all  intimately
connected to both the giving of the loud cry and the
predicted  final  apostasy  of  the  end  times.  To  ignore
such lessons would be utterly foolish.

101. A.G. Daniells, Letter to G.A. Irwin, December 27, 1905; Title 18936
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Ellen White resisted and refuted Kellogg’s apostasy,
and specifically singled out “the book Living Temple” as
containing the “alpha of deadly heresies.” But just as im-
portantly, she said  the omega would follow later.102 So
what is this “omega”?

For starters, it’s worth noting that “alpha” is the first
letter of the Greek alphabet,  and “omega” is the last.
That’s  why  Christ  calls  Himself  “the  Alpha  and  the
Omega, the Beginning and the End.… the First and the
Last.”103 The strong implication is that the omega is the
devil’s  final  assault.  Understanding  what  that  will  be
and look like is an obvious advantage for anyone not
wanting to fall in that final battle.

Fortunately, Ellen White gave us a word picture—not
explicitly of the omega—but of what the alpha would
have become if it had progressed unchecked:

The enemy of souls has sought to bring in the supposition
that a great reformation was to take place among Seventh-day
Adventists, and that this reformation would consist in giving up
the doctrines which stand as the pillars of our faith and engaging
in  a process  of  reorganization.  Were  this  reformation to take
place, what would result? The principles of truth that God in His
wisdom has given to the remnant church would be discarded.
Our religion would be changed.  The fundamental principles that
have sustained the work for the last fifty years would be accounted
as error. A new organization would be established. Books of a new
order would be written. A system of intellectual philosophy would
be introduced. The founders of this system would go into the cities

102. Selected Messages, Book 1, 200
103. Revelation 1:8, 11
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and do a wonderful work. The Sabbath, of course, would be lightly
regarded, as also the God who created it. Nothing would be al-
lowed to stand in the way of the new movement.104

Should the alpha have gone on to omega-scale, “prin-
ciples of truth” would have been discarded. The wording
seems to imply that this is talking about more formal
“doctrines.”  Pantheism would  surely  have  displaced  a
Biblical understanding of the relationship between Cre-
ator and creature, but the ripple effect of that would no
doubt have affected many other points.

Note that Ellen White goes back to “principles”—“fun-
damental principles”—two sentences on. This sounds like
something deeper than “doctrine,” and as we’ll see, it goes
all the way back to Lucifer’s loss of faith.

A “new organization” in Battle Creek had been ru-
mored, but never carried out,105 and remains obscure in
any omega scenario. Going into the cities is an obvious
reference to the Doctor’s brand of shallow, minimally
missionary  medical work,  and the lack of importance
attached to the Sabbath is what one would expect un-
der those circumstances. And, finally, the spirit of the
movement  is  portrayed  in  its  treatment  of  anything
seen as an obstacle.

There  are  two  more  sentences  at  the  end  of  Ellen
White’s paragraph. We’ll come back to them later, after
we look at another issue not specifically mentioned here.

104. Letter, E.G. White to Physicians and Ministers, October 1903; Letter
242, 1903

105. See A.G. Daniells, Letter to Ellen White, January 8, 1904; Title 18771
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Your ideas (Dr. Kellogg) are so mystical that they are destruc-
tive to the real substance, and the minds of some are becoming
confused in regard to the foundation of our faith.106

What  is  mysticism?  At  its  heart,  it’s  exactly  what
Ellen White described it as:

We need not the mysticism that is in this book. Those who enter-
tain these sophistries will soon find themselves in a position where the
enemy can talk with them and lead them away from God.107

Mysticism may seem far beyond the range of normal
life,  but  many  idolize  the  ability  to  directly  contact
their “deity” or gain some form of “higher conscious-
ness.”  It’s  this  ability  to  have  “the  enemy… talk  with
them” that they so prize. And the common “realization”
that  comes  from  this  experience?  An  overpowering
sense of “connectedness,” of “oneness with the universe.”
Yes. That would be pantheism.

This is the common bond which unites mystics in all
religions. This is the promising basis for a world-wide ec-
umenicism. This is the tie that unites the first Jesuit pope
(by training and vow, a mystic), charismatic protestants,
Hindus, Buddhists, Sufi Muslims, Kabalist Jews, and ani-
mist shamans. Not to mention the mindless consumers of
popular media. And, we have been told, it prepares the
way for the next step in the devil’s counterfeit:

These sophistries, and this  mysticism, and doing away with
the personality of God, and with the personality of Christ,  will

106. Letter, E.G. White to J.H. Kellogg, April 5, 1903; Letter 52, 1903
107. Letter,  E.G.  White to Teachers  in Emmanuel Missionary College,

September 22, 1903; Letter 211, 1903
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get the hall-room of the heart all ready for these miracles that Sa-
tan will come to work right in our midst.108

But why miracles? Because Satan knows where he has
to head. He can’t counterfeit the Lord’s work if he’s not
even in the same ballpark. Since the loud cry comes as
the revelation of God’s character, in the only way His
character can be revealed, Satan is stuck having to coun-
terfeit what he hates most.

Unselfishness, the principle of God’s kingdom, is the principle
that Satan hates; its very existence he denies.109

But there’s no way Satan is going to foster genuine
unselfishness. What to do? There’s really only one op-
tion: counterfeit the “service” part, but retain the “self-
ishness” part.  It  sounds odd,  but  Ellen White already
gave  us  the  clue.  It’s  those  “miracles  that  Satan  will
come to work right in our midst.”

God’s Word declares that Satan will  work miracles. He will
make people sick and then will suddenly remove from them his
satanic power. They will then be regarded as healed. These works
of apparent healing will bring Seventh-day Adventists to the test.
Many who have had great light will fail to walk in the light, be -
cause they have not become one with Christ. His instruction is
not palatable to them.110

Why miracles? Because they make it look like people
are being helped, but how much self-sacrifice do mira-

108. E.G. White, “Sermon: Thoughts on 2 Peter 1,” March 24, 1906;
Manuscript 138, 1906

109. Education, 154
110. E.G. White, “Brethren laboring in Battle Creek,” November 1903;

Letter 275, 1903.
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cles demand? In Satan’s camp, almost none. This makes
them far more “palatable” than the primary means of
service Christ calls His followers to use.

Satan can present  a  counterfeit  so closely  resembling  the
truth that it deceives those who are willing to be deceived…

Stop! Think! What does it take to be “willing to be de-
ceived”? How did Lucifer deceive himself? Think back to
when he first lost his faith in God. Think of Christ’s re-
sponse in His incarnation. Think of the work committed
to us today. What makes anyone “willing to be deceived”?

Satan can present a counterfeit so closely resembling the truth
that it deceives those who are willing to be deceived, who desire to
shun the self-denial and sacrifice demanded by the truth.111

So miracles are perfect! Physiotherapy? Hydrother-
apy? That stuff takes work. Teaching people how to gar-
den, cook, what to eat, in order to be well? That takes
work,  too.  Massage?  Exercise?  Lifestyle?  Yup,  more
work. But miracles? Not so much.

Miracles won’t be the only feature of the devil’s coun-
terfeit, of course, which brings us back to those final two
sentences from Ellen White’s description of the omega:

The leaders would teach that virtue is better than vice; but
God being removed, they would place their dependence on hu-
man power, which, without God, is worthless. Their foundation
would be built on the sand, and storm and tempest would sweep
away the structure.112

111. Great Controversy, 528
112. E.G. White, Letter to Physicians and Ministers, October 1903; Letter

242, 1903
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The language  here  is  from the parable  of  the  two
houses,  or,  really, the two foundations, since that was
the only difference. The other element of the story is the
storm. Two houses, one storm. The foolish man wasn’t
punished with a hurricane while the righteous man got
off  with  spring  showers.  The  same  storm  hit  both
houses; it’s just that one house had a good foundation,
while the other was “built on the sand, and storm and
tempest [swept] away the structure.”

That storm?  The one that’s  “relentless in its fury”?
Ellen White calls it the “perils of the last days,”113 and
tells us that it “is preparing to come upon all the cities
—not all at once but one after another.”114 This world’s
final days are not a pretty sight:

In the last scenes of this earth’s history, war will rage. There
will be pestilence, plague, and famine. The waters of the deep will
overflow their boundaries. Property and life will be destroyed by
fire and flood.115

In the midst of all that, Christians have their orders:
As religious aggression subverts the liberties of our nation,

those who would stand for freedom of conscience will be placed
in unfavorable positions. For their own sake they should, while

113. Testimonies, vol. 8, 315
114. E.G. White, “Diary: Corruption of the Cities and Unfaithful Shep-

herds,” September 2, 1902; Manuscript 233, 1902
115. E.G. White, “Words of Comfort,” April 29, 1897; Manuscript 41, 1897.

In some areas of the world these are not entirely future events.
Those of us who have spent our lives in ease would do well to con-
sider an intentional program of “toughening up.” Seriously; people
train for months just to run a marathon.
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they have opportunity, become intelligent in regard to disease,
its causes, prevention, and cure. And those who do this will find
a field of labor anywhere. There will be suffering ones, plenty of
them,  who will  need help,  not  only  among those of  our  own
faith, but largely among those who know not the truth.116

This is the house on the rock. This is the “fundamen-
tal principle” of self-sacrificing service that  all  Chris-
tianity is built on. This is what the devil has to counter-
feit. And he can… up to a point. But finally his “inde-
pendent resources” run out, and selfish hearts refuse to
give any more.

God’s people—forbidden to buy or sell—have fewer
earthly resources than anyone. And yet… and yet, like a
homeless,  unemployed  ex-carpenter  who once  walked
earth’s  soil,  they  continue  to serve,  continue  to give,
when they themselves have nothing. And in their giv-
ing,  the Lord’s remedial work continues,  “confronting
the  evil  of  selfishness  and  destroying  its  destructive
power.”

In the last great conflict of the controversy with Satan those
who are loyal to God will see every earthly support cut off.117

That sounds dire, but take heart:
It is safe to let go every earthly support and take the hand of Him

who lifted up and saved the sinking disciple on the stormy sea.118

But there’s more.… The fearful experience is, in fact,
the goal all true believers have been seeking:

116. General Conference Daily Bulletin, February 17, 1893
117. Desire of Ages, 121
118. Testimonies, vol. 4, 558
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We can never perfect a round, full Christian experience until
every earthly support is removed, and the soul centers its entire
affections about God.119

In the end, of course, the principles of self-sacrifice
and self-denial will prevail. They are the only principles
that can “preserve life and righteousness.” This very real
difference—not God’s arbitrary whim—is why some are
saved and some are lost. It comes from faith, and it does
something incredibly important:

In the character of God’s  people a living testimony  will  be
borne that will contradict the fallacy of Satan, who has declared
that the law of Jehovah is arbitrary, and holds its subjects under
a cruel bondage.120

Only through faith in the Lord’s love and wisdom can
we make these principles our own, for service will always
tax our resources. But God is true, and so is His promise:

God is able to make all grace abound toward you, that you,
always  having  all  sufficiency  in  all  things,  may  have an abun-
dance for every good work.121

And with that demonstration, the fate of self-serving
is settled—settled for all the universe, for all eternity.

119. Letter, E.G. White to Fannie Bolton, February 10, 1894; Letter 6, 1894
120. Review and Herald, August 13, 1895
121. 2 Corinthians 9:8
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Want the full
story?

One  problem  with
briefs… they’re brief. The
word count of this  little
pocket  book  is  only
about 10% of the “parent”
book, Tactics. Needless to
say  many  parts  of  the
story—and  many  pieces
of inspired evidence—got left out of this extremely con-
densed account.  You may want the full-sized 256-page
book.

Then again,  you  may want to consider  Tactics  (Ex-
panded Edition), the e-book-only “complete version” with
an additional 50% beyond the printed book. This extra
material is mostly on the details and lessons of the “Bad
Kellogg” years and their importance to our understand-
ing of the still-future omega apostasy and the return of
the latter rain.

Both are available from Remnant Publications.


